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A CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE 

(*Please stand as you are able.) 

WELCOME & LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE 

OPENING PRAYER 

*Hymn                                                                “ O Come, All Ye Faithful ” 

O, come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant! 

O, come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

Come and behold him, Born the king of angels: 
 
Refrain: 

O, come, let us adore him, 

O, come, let us adore him, 

O, come, let us adore him, 

Christ the Lord! 
 

The highest, most holy, light of light eternal, 

Born of a virgin, a mortal he comes; 

Son of the Father now in flesh appearing! (Refrain) 
 

*CHRISTMAS DIALOG                                                         (Responsively) 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the †Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen  

 

 
 
 

St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church  

Wilton, WI 

Christmas Eve 

December 24, 2021 

Inviting People to  

Journey with Christ’s Family  

in Spreading God’s Love and Mercy 

 

 
 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS 

Katie Wallace, Steve Zirk, Gary Von Ruden, Sue Ann Degenhardt,  
Curt Brieske, Randy Steinbrink, Annette Udulutch, Gary Von Ruden,  
Gloria Meltesen, LuAnn Bever-Denter, Dave Crowe, Florence Dougherty, 
Darlene  Babbitt, Carla Von Haden. 

 

IN THE MILITARY 

Jacob Picha, Dylan Dougherty, Seth Tormoen, Danelle Dougherty,  
Robert Cale 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

We will not be having Sunday School on December 26, however, please 
we are having a service of carols and scriptures at the regular worship 
time of 10:15 am. 
 
There will not be confirmation on Wednesday, December 29. 
 
 

CALENDAR 
 
Dec. 26            Service of Christmas Carols & Scripture       10:15 am 
Jan. 2                                  Sunday School                             9:00 am 
                                                 Worship                                 10:15 am 



  

(continued) 

 
Poinsettia Gifts 

To the Greater Glory of God 
 

       IN MEMORY OF                                                  BY 
 

Carol Osteboe                                                           Bud Osteboe 
Alta & Winnafield Waege                  Dennis & Sherri Waege 
Gary Bever                                                   Barb Bever & Family 
Elwin Steinke                     Anita Steinke and Family       
Dale Graunke                                                            Bev Graunke                                         
Uncle Gary and Uncle Wayne                  Katie, Emily, and Ann 
 
 

ELCA Good Gifts 
To the Greater Glory of God 

 
Sunday School Teachers:                                        W-ELCA 
   Greg Bever 
   Justin Arndt 
   Lori Arndt 
   Nalani Bever  
 
Confirmation Students:                                           Pastor Morris 
   Miranda Arndt 
   Bria Gruen 
   Jayda Leis 
   Ava Gruen 
   Carlee Niedfeldt 
 

 

 

 

 

 

P: The Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory.    

C: Oh, come, let us worship him. 
 
P:  The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 

C:  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 

      overcome it. 
 
P:  Those who lived in a land of deep darkness, on them the light has shined. 

L: We have seen Christ's glory, the glory as of the Father's only Son,    

      full of grace and truth. 
 
P:  For a child has been born for us, a Son given to us. 

C:  What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light 

      of all people. 
 
P:  Christ is born; salvation has appeared. 

C:  Glory to God in the highest! Alleluia! 
 
*Hymn                                                                 “ O Come, All Ye Faithful ” 

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,     
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God …. in the highest:  (Refrain) 
 
Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning; 

Jesus, to thee be .. glory giv'n! 

Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing:  (Refrain) 
 

*PRAYER                                                            

O loving God, you once caused this holy night to shine with the 

brightness of the true light. Turn our thoughts toward Bethlehem 

and the Christ Child. May the words of Scripture remind us 

again that the old story is ever so new. May the carols reveal to 

us again the wonder and mystery of His birth. May the candles 

symbolize for us your Son as the Light of the world. Come Lord 

Jesus. Be born in us today. 

Amen 

 



  

 

FIRST READING:  

Isaiah 9:2-7 

 
2
 The people who walked in darkness 

 have seen a great light; 

 those who lived in a land of deep darkness — 

 on them light has shined. 

 
3
You have multiplied the nation, 

 you have increased its joy; 

 they rejoice before you 

 as with joy at the harvest, 

 as people exult when dividing plunder. 

 
4
For the yoke of their burden, 

 and the bar across their shoulders, 

 the rod of their oppressor, 

 you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

 
5
For all the boots of the tramping warriors 

 and all the garments rolled in blood 

 shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 

 
6
For a child has been born for us, 

 a son given to us; 

 authority rests upon his shoulders; 

 and he is named 

 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7
His authority shall grow continually, 

 and there shall be endless peace 

 for the throne of David and his kingdom. 

 He will establish and uphold it 

 with justice and with righteousness 

 from this time onward and forevermore. 

 The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.  
 
The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.  

  Poinsettia Gifts 
To the Greater Glory of God 

 
          IN HONOR OF                                          BY 
 
Alrita Ornes                                                 John & Barb Ornes    
                                                      
        IN MEMORY OF                BY 
 
Mid (Sullivan) Witt                                                  Patty & Jerry Von Haden 
   Dan  Sullivan                                                                
   Ruben VonHaden                                                              
   Robert Sullivan                                                                            
Ed Ross, Sr.                                                               The Ross Family 
  Shirley Ross                                                                                  
  Ron Ross                                                                    
Ray Nofsinger                                                           April Arndt & Luke Kroeger                                                      
  Deb Kroeger                                                           
Mark Sapp                                                                 George and Carolyn  Dougherty     
  Esther Hunt                                                                        
  Other family and friends                                                 
Earl & Anita Brandenburg,                          Leonard & Dixie Arndt 
  Junior & Bonnie Brandau                                                 
Carl & Freda Bever                                Karen and John Arzt 
  Bill & Ida Brandau                                                         
  Lipscomb & Mary Louise Baker                               
Leonard & Galetta Brandau                                   Rick & Lori Brueggen  
  Herman & Clara Buchholz                                                                 
Emma & Ferdinand Waege                                    Sharon & Rodney Fick 
  Alta & Winnafield Waege                                                                  
Dale Graunke                                                            Smith-Nelson Funeral Home 
  Gary Bever                                                                                
  Dean Switz 
  Phillip Genske 
  Pamela Eaton 
Gordon Ornes               John & Barb Ornes 
Donna Drews                                                           Justin & Kirstin Arndt & Family 
 
                                                                                    (continued) 



  

 

 

*HYMN                                                                    "Joy To The World " 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

Let earth receive its King; 

let ev'ry heart prepare him room 

and heav'n and nature sing, 

and heav'n and nature sing, 

and heav'n and heav'n and nature sing. 
 
Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 

Let all their songs employ,  

while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 

repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 
No more let sin and sorrow grow 

nor thorns infest the ground; 

he comes to make his blessings flow 

far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found, 

far as, far as the curse is found. 
 
He rules the world with truth and grace 

and makes the nation's prove 

the glories of his righteousness 

and wonders of his love, 

and wonders of his love, 

and wonders, wonders of his love. 
 
*CHURCH BELL 

*POSTLUDE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HYMN                                               " Hark! The Herald Angels Sing " 

Hark! The herald angels sing, 

"Glory to the newborn king; 

peace on earth, and mercy mild, 

God and sinners reconciled." 

Joyful, all you nations, rise; 

join the triumph of the skies; 

with angelic hosts proclaim, 

"Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 

 

(Refrain) 

Hark! The herald angels sing,  

"Glory to the newborn king!" 

 

Christ, by highest heav'n adored, 

Christ, the everlasting Lord, 

late in time behold him come, 

offspring of a virgin's womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see! 

Hail, incarnate deity! 

Pleased as man with us to dwell, 

Jesus, our Emmanuel!  (Refrain) 

 

Hail the heav'n-born Prince of peace! 

Hail the Sun of righteousness! 

Light and life to all he brings, 

ris'n with healing in his wings. 

Mild he lays his glory by, 

born that we no more may die, 

born to raise each child of earth, 

born to give us second birth.  (Refrain) 
 
 
 



  

 

 

SECOND READING 

Titus 2:11-14 

11
The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 

12
training us to 

renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives 

that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, 
13

while we wait for the blessed 

hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Je-

sus Christ. 
14

He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from 

all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for 

good deeds.  

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

HYMN                                             “ It Came upon the Midnight Clear " 

It came upon the midnight clear, 

that glorious song of old, 

from angels bending near the earth 

to touch their harps of gold: 

"Peace on the earth, good will to all, 

from heav'n's all-gracious king." 

The world in solemn stillness lay 

to hear the angels sing. 
 

Still through the cloven skies they come 

with peaceful wings unfurled, 

and still their heav'nly music floats 

o'er all the weary world. 

Above its sad and lowly plains 

they bend on hov'ring wing, 

and ever o'er its babel sounds 

the blessed angels sing. 

 

  

 

 

THE CHRISTMAS PRAYER (in unison) 
 
Almighty God, our Father, we praise You for the gift of Your Son, 

and the opportunity to celebrate His coming into the world. Open 

our ears that we may again hear the angelic chorus of old, open 

our lips that we too may sing praises unto Him, and open our eyes 

that we may visualize anew His presence as the light of the World. 

Grant this, we pray, in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

*HYMN                                                                            "Silent Night " 

Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright 

round yon virgin mother and child. Holy Infant, so tender 

and mild, sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 
Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight;  

glories stream from heaven afar, heav'nly hosts sing, Alleluia! 

Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior is born! 

 

Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love's pure light 

radiant beams from your holy face, with the dawn of   

redeeming grace,  

Jesus, Lord, at your birth, Jesus, Lord, at your birth. 
 
BLESSING 

P: The Word has become flesh and dwelt among us. Let Christ’s light 

shine in the darkest corner of your life. Let Christ’s love shine in the 

darkest corners of our world. God is with us. Alleluia. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Words of Institution 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy   
   name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
   on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us  
   our trespasses, as we forgive those who  
   trespass against us; and lead us not into  
   temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine   
   is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
   forever and ever.  

   Amen. 

Distribution 

   Everyone who believes in Jesus is welcome at Christ’s table.   

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Most High God, 

you have come among us at this table. 

By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word, 

sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, 

through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest. 

Amen. 
 
LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES 

P: Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has 

     risen upon you. 

C: The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light. 
 
P: God, who commanded the light to shine out of the darkness, has  

     shined into our hearts. 

C: To give us the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of  

    Jesus Christ. 

  

 

And you, beneath life's crushing load, 

whose forms are bending low, 

who toil along the climbing way 

with painful steps and slow: 

look now, for glad and golden hours 

come swiftly on the wing; 

oh, rest beside the weary road 

and hear the angels sing! 

 

For lo! The days are hast'ning on, 

by prophets seen of old, 

when with the ever-circling years 

shall come the time foretold, 

when peace shall over all the earth 

its ancient splendors fling, 

and all the world give back the song 

which now the angels sing. 

 

*GOSPEL READING  

Luke 2:1-20 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

1
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the  

world should be registered. 
2
This was the first registration and was taken 

while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 
3
All went to their own towns to be  

registered. 
4
Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to  

Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended 

from the house and family of David. 
5
He went to be registered with Mary, 

to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 
6
While they 

were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 
7
And she gave birth 

to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 

manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

 
 



  

 
  

8
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over 

their flock by night. 
9
Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the 

glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 
10

But the  
angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news 

of great joy for all the people: 
11

to you is born this day in the city of David a 

Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 
12

This will be a sign for you: you will find 

a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 
13

And suddenly 

there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 

saying, 

 
14

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”  

 
15

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said 

to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 

taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 
16

So they went with 

haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 
17

When 

they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this 

child; 
18

and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told 

them. 
19

But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her 

heart. 
20

The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had 

heard and seen, as it had been told them.  
 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 

OFFERING 

OFERING HYMN                                    “ Angels We Have Heard On High ” 

Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains, 

and the mountains in reply, echoing their joyous strains. 

Refrain: 

Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo 
 
Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong? 

What the gladsome tidings be which inspire your heavnly song? 

(Refrain) 

  

 

Come to Bethlehem and see, him whose birth the angels sing, 

come, adore on bended knee Christ the Lord, the newborn King, 

(Refrain) 

 
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION     (Merciful God, receive our prayer.) 
 
*GREAT THANKSGIVING                                                
 
P:  The Lord be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 

P:  Lift up your hearts. 

C:  We lift them to the Lord. 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy………… 

     We praise your name and join their unending hymn. 

 
Holy, Holy, Holy     
 

                                                                                                                    


